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Executive Summary 

 

Connections for Classrooms (CFC) is a competitive grant program joining 

multiple state agencies around the common goal of ensuring Georgia schools and 

classrooms have the high-speed broadband access required for digital and blended 

learning. The program has invested more than $89 million in grant awards from 

the following two sources: 

 

¶ Bond funds appropriated to the Georgia Department of Education 

(GaDOE) 

¶ State general funds appropriated to the OneGeorgia Authority at the 

Department of Community Affairs (DCA). The Governorôs Office of 

Student Achievement (GOSA) manages the funds. 

 

The program is part of a broader statewide effort to expand classroom high-speed 

broadband access in response to Governor Dealôs Digital Learning Task Force 

recommendations, as well as GaDOEôs efforts to enable personalized learning for 

Georgia students. 

 

The effort complements the expansion of the University System of Georgiaôs 

(USG) PeachNet network to connect every Georgia Local Educational Agency 

(LEA) to its high-speed network. The partnership between USG and GaDOE 

ensured that all district central offices have 100 megabits per second per school of 

bandwidth as of July 2015. Connections for Classrooms offers schools the 

opportunity to increase network infrastructure to effectively utilize the increased 

bandwidth at the classroom level. 

 

To align with the task force recommendations and prioritize funding, the grant 

application and award criteria prioritize funding districts that will leverage 

technology to implement digital learning, where students have ñsome element of 

control over the time, place, path, and/or paceò of learning.1 

Table 1: CFC Summary by Round 

Round Amount Awarded Participating LEAs  Eligible Expenditures 

1 $37 million 104 Network Infrastructure 

2 $25.3 million 136 E-rate Category 2 

3 $15.1 million 62 E-rate Category 2 

4 $4.0 million 33 Digital Learning Devices 

5 $8.0 million 71 E-Rate, Network, and Digital Learning Devices 

                                                 
1 Definition as outlined in the Digital Learning Task Force recommendations and adapted from 

Digital Learning Now! and the Florida Virtual School. https://gosa.georgia.gov/what-digital-

learning  

https://gosa.georgia.gov/what-digital-learning
https://gosa.georgia.gov/what-digital-learning
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In 2014, CFC provided approximately $37 million in funds for Local Education 

Agencies (LEAs) to upgrade broadband infrastructure at the district, school, and 

classroom levels. All Round 1 reimbursements are complete. 

 

In late 2014, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) infused $2 billion 

into Category 2 of the federal E-rate program to focus on building out school- and 

classroom-level network infrastructure. With these changes, Georgia districts 

became eligible for as much as $188 million in Category 2 funds over the next 

five years. 

 

Given this change, Rounds 2 and 3 shifted 

focus to exclusively provide funds for the 

LEAsô E-rate local match instead of directly 

funding infrastructure, allowing schools to 

leverage federal funds towards their 

infrastructure needs alongside their grant 

money. Round 2 fully funded the ñlocal 

matchò for all LEAs that applied for Round 

1 grants but still had unfunded school-level 

infrastructure needs. Approximately $25.3 

million was awarded to 136 LEAs, enabling 

LEAs to receive more than $90 million in E-rate funds. 

 

Round 3 applications opened to all LEAs with remaining E-rate Category 2 

eligibility in summer 2015 and closed in October 2015. 62 LEAs applied. 

Governor Deal announced $15.1 million in Round 3 awards in 2016, which 

enabled districts to receive $36.8 million in E-rate funds. 

  

Overall, the programôs first three Rounds have enabled many Georgia districts, 

state schools, and state charter schools to make critical upgrades to their network 

infrastructures.  In total, over the last two years, $77 million in state-funded grants 

to 159 LEAs has enabled them to receive $129 million in federal E-Rate funds for 

school network infrastructure, for a total network infrastructure investment of 

$206 million. 

 

With the remaining $4 million in funds, CFC shifted focus for the Round 4 to 

fund digital learning devices ï such as laptops and tablets ï in rural, high-need 

districts poised to implement digital learning. Fifty-eight (58) districts applied for 

$11.9 million in fall 2016. After independent reviewers scored applications, 33 

rural, high-need school districts received $4 million in grants in December 2016. 

 

In 2017, as prior Connections for Classrooms rounds wound down, many grantees 

did not spend all awarded funds. As such, CFC rescinded those funds to be used 

in another grant round since many other districts still had remaining network and 

Over the first three rounds, $77 

million in state-funded grants 

to 159 LEAs has enabled them 

to receive $129 million in 

federal E-Rate funds for school 

network infrastructure, for a 

total network infrastructure 

investment of $206 million. 
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device needs. In summer 2017, GOSA surveyed school district technology 

directors and charter school leaders to learn the most strategic focus for the next 

round. The survey indicated a mixture of need across the stateðsome needed 

increased investment in network infrastructure, while others needed digital 

learning devices. With that in mind, GOSA launched Round 5 in September 2017 

which allowed applicants to request funds for either network infrastructure or 

digital devices. Rural, high-need districts, state schools, and charter schools were 

eligible to apply for Round 5 (more details on eligibility criteria are available on 

p. 11). 

 

In January 2018, Governor Deal awarded $7.1 million to 60 applicants that scored 

a 50 or higher during the review process. Awardees included 51 districts, two 

state charter schools, and seven local charter schools. Seventy-four percent (74%) 

of awards were for digital devices, while the remaining 26% were for network 

infrastructure. The twelve remaining districts that did not receive funding were 

provided the opportunity to revise and resubmit their applications for rescoring in 

early 2018.  

 

In February 2018, Governor Deal awarded an additional $778K to seven 

applicants that scored 50 or higher during the review process.  Awardees included 

six districts and one state charter school.  The full list of Round 5 awardees is 

available in Appendix B. 

 

The following annual report summarizes CFC program activities from the 

beginning of the program through the end of 2018.  
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Figure 1: Map of Connections for Classrooms Rounds 1-3 Awardees 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Gray districts did not 

apply for or receive a 

CFC award. 
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Figure 2: Map of Digital Learning Device Rural Grant Program Grantees 
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Figure 3: Map of Round 5 Awardees 

  


